
CABINET 
 

20th January 2015 

 
Present:  
 

Councillor Geraghty in the Chair 

 Councillors Bayliss, Mrs L. Hodgson, 
Roberts and David Wilkinson 

Also in Attendance: 

 Councillors Gregson, Knight, Mrs L. Smith 
and Williams 
 

Apologies:  
 

Councillor Mitchell 

72 Declarations of Interest  
 
The following declarations of interest were made: 
  
Councillor Bayliss - Council Tax Base 2015/16 (Minute 75) – as a Member of 
Warndon Parish Council 
 
Councillor Mrs L. Hodgson - Youth Employment Scrutiny Review – Final Report 
(Minute 82) – as a Governor of Heart of Worcestershire College 
  
Councillor Roberts – Management of Local Nature Reserves (Minute 78) – as a 
Member of the Duckworth Trust 
 
Councillor Williams - Affordable Housing Pipeline Result (Minute 87) – As a Board 
Member of Fortis Living.  Councillor Williams left the meeting for consideration of 
this item. 
 

73 Public Participation  
 
None. 
 

74 Minutes  
 
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 9th December 2014 
be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

75 Council Tax Base 2015/16  
 
The Cabinet considered a report on the calculation of the Council Tax Base for 
2015/16 for Worcester City Council and the city’s two Parish Councils, and grant 
payments for 2015/16 to the Parish Councils. The Portfolio Holder for Economic 
Prosperity presented the report and explained that this was a technical matter.  
The recommendation was in accordance with the Council’s statutory and legal 
obligations relating to Council Tax. 
 
RESOLVED: That the Cabinet: 
 
1. approve, in accordance with the Local Authorities (Calculation of Tax 

Base) Regulations 1992, the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council 
Tax Base) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2003 and the Local 
Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulations 2012, the 
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Council Tax Base calculation for the year 2015/16 will be 30,023 for 
Worcester City Council, including 3,908 for Warndon Parish Council 
and 2,154 for St Peter’s Parish Council (as detailed in Appendix 1); 
and 

 
2. provide a grant payment of £2,743 to Warndon Parish Council and 

£993 to St Peter’s Parish Council for the 2015/16 financial year. 
 

76 Update - Draft Budget 2015/16  
 
The Cabinet received an update on the Draft Budget 2015/16 including the Local 
Government Finance Settlement 2015/16 and its impact on the budget and the 
Medium Term Financial Plan (MTFP); New Homes Bonus grant funding and 
approved allocations 2011-2016; the proposed Pay Policy Statement 2015/16; 
and the proposed detailed Fees & Charges 2015/16. The Leader presented the 
report and the Corporate Director – Resources commented on some of the 
detailed aspects. The Leader explained that the proposals supported the approach 
established in the December Draft Budget 2015/16 paper and the Cabinet’s 
priority investment proposals.   
 
Other Cabinet Members commented and the importance of New Homes Bonus 
grant funding to support the themes of the new Corporate Plan was highlighted.  
 
Other Members present also commented on the report. In response to questions, 
the Corporate Director – Resources explained that proposed fees and charges for 
the Guildhall were based on full cost recovery.  The Leader explained that the 
Cabinet’s proposals with regard to outsourcing Cleaner and Greener services 
included parks maintenance.  Issues such as asset transfers, or charging to enter 
parks, did not form any part of the proposals. 
 
RESOLVED: That Cabinet: 
 
1. note this update report on the Draft Budget 2015/16, the details of 

which are available for consultation and will be passed to 
Performance Management and Budget Scrutiny Committee for 
consideration; and  

 
2. note that, following consideration of any feedback, Cabinet will be 

asked to recommend Full Council adopt the Pay Policy Statement 
2015/16 (Appendix 4), the Fees & Charges 2015/16 (Appendix 5) and 
the updated Draft Budget 2015/16 Summary and MTFP (Appendix 6). 

 
77 City of Culture  

 
The Cabinet noted proposals supported by Worcestershire LEP and the County 
Council in organising a workshop in February to consider the potential for 
Worcester to bid for City of Culture status.  The Leader stated that he welcomed 
this initiative, which would provide an opportunity to assess the level of 
commitment from partner organisations.  The Cabinet had taken a decision in 
April 2014 to develop partnership arrangements to allow a bid to be developed. 
 
Other Cabinet Members expressed support for the proposals.  Other Members 
present also expressed support.   
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Any Members wishing to attend were asked to contact the Managing Director. 
 
RESOLVED: That Cabinet note the proposals supported by Worcestershire 
LEP. 
 

78 Management of Local Nature Reserves  
 
The Cabinet considered proposals for entering into agreements with third party 
organisations to deliver maintenance of Worcester City Council owned Local 
Nature Reserves.  The Portfolio Holder for Cleaner and Greener City presented the 
report and highlighted the main points. 
 
Other Cabinet Members expressed support for the proposals, which offered the 
opportunity to mitigate potential decline of the nature reserves and to maintain 
the current or possibly higher standards.  The excellent work of both the third 
party organisations identified in the report was highlighted. 
 
In response to a question, the Managing Director confirmed that any assets 
relating to the proposals would remain with the current owners. It was clarified 
that Perdiswell Meadow is in Claines Ward, not St. Stephen as stated in the 
Appendix. 
 
RESOLVED: That the Cabinet: 
 
1. support the approach identified within this report and ask officers to 

enter into appropriate agreements with the Duckworth 
Worcestershire Trust; and  

 
2. ask officers to progress discussion with the Worcestershire Wildlife 

Trust. 
 

79 South Worcestershire Community Infrastructure Levy Preliminary Draft 
Charging Schedule Consultation  
 
The Cabinet considered proposals for a  consultation on the Community 
Infrastructure Levy Preliminary Draft Charging Schedule.  The Portfolio Holder for 
Economic Prosperity presented the report and highlighted the main points, 
including work to date, the draft Schedule and the proposed timetable.   
 
Other Cabinet Members expressed support for the proposals, which were in line 
with national guidance and the Council’s Statement of Community Involvement. 
 
RESOLVED: That the Cabinet: 
 
1. note the work that has been undertaken to produce the CIL 

Preliminary Draft Charging Schedule; 
 
2. approve the CIL Preliminary Draft Charging Schedule and Draft Reg. 

123 list, as set out in Appendix A, for consultation over a six week 
period from the 9th February to the 23rd March 2015; 

 
3. note the CIL timetable as set out in Appendix E of the Preliminary 

Draft Charging Schedule; and 
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4. agree to delegate authority to the Economic Development and 
Planning Policy Service Manager in consultation with the Portfolio 
Holder for Economic Prosperity, to make minor amendments to the 
Preliminary Draft Charging Schedule prior to consultation. 

 
80 Draft South Worcestershire Developer Contributions Supplementary 

Planning Document  
 
The Cabinet considered the content of the South Worcestershire Developer 
Contributions Supplementary Planning Document and proposed arrangements for 
public consultation.  The Portfolio Holder for Economic Prosperity presented the 
report and highlighted the main points of the Document.   
 
Other Cabinet Members expressed support for the proposals, which adhered to 
the published timetable in the Local Development Scheme. The outcome of this 
consultation together with a draft final Document would be reported back to 
Cabinet in late 2015. 
 
In response to a question about the potential for developers to claw back 
contributions, the Managing Director stated that there was a consensus amongst 
partner authorities that this aspect should be addressed.  It was proposed that 
delegated authority be given to make minor amendments to the Document should 
further changes be needed prior to consultation.  
 
RESOLVED: That the Cabinet: 
 
1. having considered the content of the South Worcestershire Developer 

Contributions Supplementary Planning Document, approve this 
document for public consultation between 9th February and 23rd 
March 2015; and  

 
2. agree to delegate authority to the Economic Development and 

Planning Policy Service Manager in consultation with the Portfolio 
Holder for Economic Prosperity, to make minor amendments to the 
South Worcestershire Developer Contributions Supplementary 
Planning Document prior to consultation. 

 
81 Warndon Skills Centre  

 
The Cabinet were invited to endorse an executive decision taken by the Managing 
Director regarding payment of £14,500 contribution towards Warndon Skills 
Centre.  The Portfolio  Holder for Economic Prosperity presented the report and 
explained that the decision was taken in light of the urgency required to secure a 
European Regional Development Fund grant.  The deadline for securing the lowest 
tender had fallen before the last Cabinet meeting and therefore the decision was 
taken in order to finalise the contract within the timescale.  
 
Other Cabinet Members expressed support for the decision taken, which had 
funded a proportion of the budget shortfall and had ensured that the build could 
go ahead. The decision had been taken by the Managing Director under his 
powers identified in the Constitution. 
 
RESOLVED: That Cabinet note and endorse the decision already taken. 
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82 Youth Employment Scrutiny Review - Final Report  
 
The Cabinet considered the Youth Employment Scrutiny Review final report. 
Councillor Gregson presented the report on behalf of the Scrutiny Committee.   
 
The Portfolio Holder for Economic Prosperity commented on the report and stated 
that he supported the findings.  He recommended the Cabinet to formally endorse 
the recommendations.   He would provide a formal response in due course.   
 
Other Cabinet Members expressed their support and also thanked the staff 
involved for their work on the review. 
 
RESOLVED: That the Cabinet approve the following recommendations: 
 
1. to hold a conference to discuss the findings of the report with all the 

organisations and people that have contributed to the report and any 
other appropriate stakeholders; and 
 

2. to set up a young person’s web page on the website which provides 
signposting information to youth employment support and 
information. 

 
83 Tourism Scrutiny Review - Final Report  

 
The Cabinet considered the Tourism Scrutiny Review final report. Councillor 
Gregson presented the report on behalf of the Scrutiny Committee and highlighted 
the main findings. He supported establishing a network (recommendation 1) as 
the first priority.   
 
The Portfolio Holder for Economic Prosperity thanked the Review Group for the 
report. He stated that he wished to give full consideration to the 
recommendations and then provide a formal response. 
 
Other Cabinet Members commented on the report and findings.  The Leader 
stated that tourism had been identified as a key strategy in the draft Corporate 
Plan, and he supported the proposal to look at the report in more detail. 
 
RESOLVED: That the Cabinet agree to consider recommendations and 
provide a full response. 
 

84 Any Other Business  
 
None.  
 

85 Item Involving the Disclosure of Exempt Information  
 
RESOLVED: That under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 
1972, the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the 
following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely 
disclosure of information as defined in Schedule 12A of the said Act. 
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86 Fees and Charges 2015/16 - Exempt Items  
 
The Cabinet considered and noted details of proposed Trade Waste and Building 
Control fees and charges. These fees and charges were commercially sensitive 
and were not for publication. 
 

87 Affordable Housing Pipeline Result  
 
The Cabinet considered a report on bids received for the New Homes Bonus (NHB) 
funds and decisions regarding the successful bids. The Portfolio Holder for Safer 
and Stronger Communities presented the report and highlighted the main points, 
including the background, a summary of bid submissions, the assessment criteria 
and the decisions.   
 
It was explained that in September 2013, the Cabinet had resolved that £1.2m of 
the New Homes Bonus funding should be allocated via a competitive bidding 
process to all appropriately registered organisations for affordable housing 
delivery.  Authority was delegated to the Strategic Housing Service Manager, in 
consultation with the Portfolio Holder for Safer and Stronger Communities, to 
approve the development and implementation of the bidding and evaluation 
process and award of funding.   
 
Other Cabinet Members expressed support for the outcome of the bids.  The 
decisions had been taken in accordance with the Cabinet’s resolution of 10th 
September 2013.  
 
Other Members present also commented on the report and asked questions.  The 
Managing Director explained that it was not intended to provide a replacement 
public open space at Ambrose Close.  However, any development proposal would 
include provision for open space within the scheme, if appropriate. 
 
RESOLVED: That Cabinet note the outcome of the recent New Homes 
Bonus Submissions and the proposals outlined in this report for the 
award of New Homes Bonus grant and associated land disposals to secure 
the delivery of Affordable Housing on sites at Ambrose Close, Astwood 
Cemetery and Hopton Street. 
 
 
 
Duration of the meeting: 7.00p.m. – 8.37p.m. 
 

 
 
 

Chairman at the meeting on 
10th February 2015 


